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Dear Dr. .mtum

Ledorborsts wirle s 4mmrossivo and we are interessted in furthor informae
tion alput his dackground, porsonality and intercsis. Is he propared to con-
sider the :ind of opportunity we have %o offer and would he adnnd himself woll
to tho jJobd?

Our first consideration 58 to got an able young resonrch man intercsted in
fundanontal gonetical prodlens. It is dosirod that he vorlz vith microorsaniens,
usins the toale of blochenistiry and dbiophyoles. This will Do a now field of
efford in gonotlica at Wlgconain, so that thior2 13 an opportunity for a mon with
irnginaticn and initintive to Build a rescorch progran in accordzance with his
own idnas. Proliminary plens have boon made for m sadiodbly equippaed ladboratory
and tho Adninistration is propared to ploce orders July 1. Curront information
ip that it wlll require about a yoor to got delivery of the necessary furniturs
end anparatus., Untll the new laboratory is ready any gonotieal vork with nioro-
organisng could be done only with considerable 1nconvenienee.

A gocond considoration which is mpor’c:uxt at Wigconsin 18 that the pon dbe
able to vork with other dorartmonis interested ia allied problens. There are
nsovoral such depnrtnents hore, £s you Jmow, incluling Flant Patholosy, Asricilie
tural and loddcel Bactoriolory,. Siochenistry and Votorinnry Science. Ono may
vipunlize tho now man as dbullding up a coro prozran of research of his own
choosing in Genotics. Sooncr or lator it is inovidadle, hovevoer, %hat he will
Yo called vpon also to participate in prosraas contered outside this dc-)artmont.
Somo of thoas cooporative relationchips ney £it in woll with tho core prosr:
othero probably will not. Willinzness of $ho goneticist to do a fair anount of
toam vork outside his immediate group end divorging from hig contral intorests,
thoreforo, is required.

-You are faniliar with the faot that tho Dopartmont of Gonotics &b Wicconsin
is & nar{ of tho College of Agriculture.. As guch i1t is engnged 4u rmch vork roe
1ating nore or less directly to tho faraingz industiry. Tho gbove nsationsd do-
yartnonts having an intorest in this appoininent are in the same position. For-
funately, our Colloto Administration ig thoroushly sympathoiic ‘with basle reccarch
and has a fine record in susport for 1t. Bub 4t nust £t all tinos soe to 4t that
o stronz position 1s naintained in that part of i%s prosron vhich gserves the fore
ror nore diroctly. The welforo of the 410 lines of work, in a sonse, arc rolnted.
Vhat I mean to sy is that tho onportunity for rescarch in plont ponetics, for
oxamle, is enhanced in the long run i tho frraing public fools thﬂi. it 45 VYeing
well sorved nt the sane time by tho plant bracdor aend tho crop technolosist. And
#5 wvith othor fields 4in the Collora. One vhoge vrimary interest is in rescarch
in nome paans of dblolosy wnderlyins amriculture should have an undorstanding of
the work of his nore farm-ninded collen orues nnd be willing to ald them as cir-
cunstancos diotate. Tho desired relationship is not dissimilar $o that boZveon
the rescarchor and the clinician in a medical school. There are soveral firgt-rate
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reeso el ey en onr C0llesn ntnff who bave eniehlicohed vary sotinfretinry worle
inm ralatisnchips An thin resncede. It is our hope that we enn ot another one
for tha vestilon In quostion. ’

Ftm ot be rointedl ont th-t there are pnmarons intar~colleeo corororntive
oottt bere A reor reh at Vicconasln., Blochedelry, for examnle, lLins somo wish
tho Crmeer Loborntery ond othor divieinna of the Hrdlenl School. The Graduate
Seal mta Citeetly sorens Collese linon ond W.ALRVF. funds oro placed when
rera2avch 1e bolng deno ropardless of Adninistrative bound-riesn.

have oy be noeall eosoner or Léipy for a Yormml course in the penotica of
rleveavysninns, t would be exnected thnd tho new 1men would hendle this. For
the preconf, hovevar, técehing ronpnnaibilities wmuld probadly %o linited to the
two pdvaneed geneties eoursea under Pr, Irwvin's diroction, which are glven in ale-
ternate yorve riid condributed to by scveral of ns. Thie statomout ig subject io
tho quilificr{iion meuntloued in my lotier of iy 26§ nomoly, thed as a result of
2roloneor Quonts recent decigion %0 o $o Col Toch wo ore seeking o ren alzo to
hondls $ho olenentoary gonotics tenching. Concelvaltly the latter azsi mnent night
Vo lin"cd v1th the position in microbviology if we found a man interesied in such
o convination.

Zhe inliicl aopointmcat would probably ve as assistent professor. About a
year arso when the matder wos first discusged with Dean Bolduin & yeerly salary of
93500 vus sumrested., I coammot coy withous furihier conswltation whether in view
of tho increnne in cosd of livinz which Las occurred eince thore vould be an up=
verd adjussinond now. She lesiclative annrepriation for the coming biennium hos
wot yot beon mado but the current outlook is soode’

Vo would like to have your frealt Julsmont eoncerning Loderborgts prodbzble
intorost in the sort of opportunity I have outlined and his ability %o £1t into
tho Vigeousin pattorn. His conlncts in enplied solence to dabte I wesune have
boea wvith nedleine. Could ho ralo himsold at houe in a colless of agriculiure?
Vhat would bo his ronctlom 12 0. Il. Allen in Agriculiuzal Bacteriolozy, for oxw
winle, sousht his help in studios on the horitndle variation in tho Zhizobia and
thelr rospscilve hosia along tho lines of the recent Rothomstod worls, sz 4f Snell
variting on mutrition oL the bactoris in Biochenisdry desired his cocperatlon?

In ho a ¢ood $econm ran? Would he be patient onmoushh fo build a genotics prosran
with aleroergonlgns starting fron gerateh? Ig ha the Xind of man vwho could o7ore
coenta as an Indivicunl tho projulice prnfnat his raoco, viich he doubilens would
sacountor oczasionally here as in uzny othor wniversidicns? I believo that his
Linodivte collengues 34 gonoties hore would do thoir full share in Lacilitating
hig offorts in these directions. . Is Loederborg narrled? I ask this bocause the
housing eituntion hero is no bettor than 4a nos$ othor places.

Bincorely ysurs,

R. A, Brink
Prolossor of Gonetios



